August 16, 1983 


To Society Members: 


The annual meeting of the Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society 
was held at Riddick's Folly on Tuesday afternoon, May 24, 1983. President, 
Ann Burton, presented and discussed the provosed changes in the Society's 
Charter and By-laws which were then unanimously approved by the membership. 
A copy of these ammended documents can be made available to you upon request. 
Two changes are worthy of note. Dues for an individual member are now $6.00 
and for a husband and wife $10.00 - still a bargain! The fiscal year has 
been changed to June 1 through May 31. 


The following slate of new officers was presented by Judy Everett and 
subsequently approved for a two year term. 

President: Thomas J. O'Connor 

First Vice President: Edwin A. Friend, dr. 

Second Vice President: Anna W. Rollings 

Recording Secretary: Iynn Kirk Rose 

Treasurer: Karen S. Holliday 

Corresponding Secretary: Frances H. West 

Historian: Marion J. Watson 


Sue Woodward has been appointed to serve on the Executive Committee and 
James Byrd will continue to handle our Indian affairs. 


Joyce Trump announced the recipient of the Hill Kilby Award was 
Mrs. Sally Glover of Kilby Shores Elementary School. ‘The Society presented 
her with a small silver tray. 2 

An interesting program was given by Anna Rollings describing the 
lives of six generations of Riddicks at Riddick's Folly, concentrating on 
the civil war years and featuring pictures, letters and the family Bible. 


The Executive Committee provided and served a fine cold buffet. 


The members also viewed an excellent exhibit of colonial artifacts 
given the Society by Mr.Ed Bottoms; photos made in the early 1900's and, on 
view for the first time, correspondence, journals and surveying equipment 
belonging to Col. John Copeland - a recent gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Holladay. 


The annual Candlelight Tour has been set for Sunday, December 4. 
Karen Holliday will serve as Chairman assisted by Sue Woodward and Joyce Trump. 
We will have more details in a subsequent letter. In the meantime, please 
help in any way requested. This is, as you know, our only current money-making 
project of any magnitude. 





Committee Chairmanships accepted thus far are: 
Hospitality: Betty Pretlow 

Publications: Judy Everett 

Ways and Means: Pending 

Education: Ann White 


Chairmen are being asked to select their committee members and, 
if any help is needed, the executive committee will assist. It is our 
intention to appoint two additional committee chairmen. The Committees 
will be Publicity - we need to keep the community very aware of our existence 
and activities And Membership - we need many more members, both to attain 
and help finance, our Society's objectives. 


Recent Acquisitions 

In May,Peter P. Causey, Jr. presented a set of Henning's Statutes 
of Virginia and a half-dozen other early 19th Century books of value. ‘The 
"Statutes" have an added significance for us in that they belonged to 
Peter Bowdoin Prentis who was once Clerk of the Court of Nansemond County 
and Pete Causey's Great Grandfather. 

In July we received several fine articles bequeathed the Society by 
Mildred K. Kilby. They included an antique rocking chair, two end tables, 
a set of fine china, an interesting vase and several mirrors. 


December Shop 

Please remember Riddick's Folly's annual December shop which will 
Open December 1. It is hoped that the Society's membership will produce 
and donate handmade articles and homemade goodies - to give the shop a 
variety of items for its shelves. We will also be looking for some 
assistance inmanning the shop. 


The first membership meeting will be held on October 25th - 8 PM 
at Riddick's Folly. Vice President Ted Friend is working on an interesting 
program. We have scheduled the rest of the meetings for the year + some 
afternoon and some evening. A list of these dates will be in our next 
newsletter. m 

Recent Activities 

In an effort to help Riddick's Folly secure funds for renovation, 
the Society sent letters of support to The Virginia Historic Landmarks 
Conmission and to Governor Charles S. Robb. At this writing, it appears that 
the funds will not be forthcoming. 


We appeared before the Suffolk Planning Commission to lend support to 
Pinner Street residents effort to prevent placement in that area of an 
alcohol rehabilitation home. The neighborhood is of historic note and in 
particular contains the home of Col. John B. Pinner which was to be used for 
the center. We are pleased that because of the tremendous opposition the 
application was withdrawn. 


The executive committee met on Thursday, June 16, to discuss’ the 
upcoming year and to acquaint the new officers with their duties.. It is the 
intention of the executive committee to have a membership drive in the early 
fall. We will pursue primarily local members but will also make an effort 





to add to our out-of-town list as well. We have former residents who 
maintain strong ties with Suffolk. 


We solicit your suggestions and comments on Society activities. 





Ann Burton and her fellow officers deserve a great deal of thanks 
for an excellent year just completed. We appreciate their willing assistance 
in helping the new officers off to a good start. 








